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From My Story: Why Identity Is More Than a
Buzzword
Before I ever wrote a book about identity, I lived the fight for it.

I was a kid who moved 22 times before I graduated high school. Changed schools 12
times. I didn't grow up with certainty — I grew up with chaos. And then, just a week
before one of my birthdays, my father died in a car wreck. That loss didn't just shake
me — it shaped me.

By 16, I was living alone. Not because I was grown — but because life didn't give me
the luxury of staying a kid. I knew how to survive. But I didn't know who I was.

And that right there — that's where the enemy does his work.

When you're young and unanchored... when you're hurting and unheard... it's easy to
start believing lies. That you don't matter. That you're on your own. That you're too
broken to belong. And those lies don't stay in childhood — they grow up with you.

I carried those questions into early adulthood, into marriage, ministry, and moments
where I should've felt confident. But I didn't. Because no one can live secure when they
don't know whose they are.

Then came the moment everything really fell apart.

We walked through infertility for thirteen years. Lost income. Lost clarity. I watched
my dreams slip through my fingers, and with them, my sense of purpose. I felt like I
was failing as a man, a husband, a believer. And somewhere in the middle of the
shame, God whispered something I'll never forget:

"You're not on trial. You're in the family."
That sentence rewrote me.

We later adopted four siblings in one day — four kids from hard places who reminded
me what it means to live without identity... and what it looks like to finally receive it.

I've seen what happens when people forget who they are. I've lived it. And I've seen
what changes when they remember — really remember — that they are chosen, sealed,
loved, and sent.

So when I say this book matters, I'm not speaking from theory.

I'm speaking as a son who had to learn his Father's voice. As a man who had to rebuild
from ashes. As a dad who has looked into orphaned eyes and said, "You're mine."

This message is personal. It's urgent. And it's yours now, too.
So lean in. Not just to the teaching — but to the truth.

Because who you are in Christ? It's more secure than you know. And when you live
from that place — everything changes.



A Note on How This Book Handles Scripture

Every scripture reference in these pages has been studied in the original Hebrew,
Greek, or Aramaic and interpreted in its own literary, cultural, and historical context. I
didn't attach verses to my stories to make them sound spiritual. I went to the text first
and let it speak on its own terms.

That's a standard I call the Ezra Standard, after Ezra 7:10 — a man who set his heart to
study God's law, to practice it, and only then to teach it.

But here's what I'm asking of you: don't take my word for it.

In Acts 17:11, the Bereans received Paul's teaching with eagerness — and then they
opened the scriptures every day to see if what he said was true. If an apostle's teaching
was subject to verification by the text, then so is mine.

At the end of every chapter, you'll find a Berean Challenge. Go to the text yourself.
Read the passage. Read the chapter around it. If what I said holds up, let it shape you.
If it doesn't, trust the text over me.

I am not your source. The text is your source.



Introduction: This Is Personal

I didn't write this book because identity is a trendy message. I wrote it because it's a
battleground. Because I've lived it. Because I've fought for it. And because I've seen —
both in my life and in the lives of others — what happens when we forget who we really
are.

I'm an adoptive parent to kids from hard places. I've watched what happens when
children don't know who they belong to. I've seen what fear, trauma, and confusion do
to the heart of a son or daughter when they don't feel safe in their own story. And it's
taught me something I'll never forget:

If the enemy can confuse your identity, he can control your destiny.

If he can convince you that you're just barely accepted... that you're only as loved as
your last success... that you're still the sum of your past... Then he doesn't have to get
you to sin wildly. He just has to keep you small. Silent. Stuck.

I believe that's the real strategy of hell. Because the moment you remember who you
are — really are in Christ — you become dangerous.

You stop shrinking. You stop striving. And you start walking in what God called you to
do with clarity, authority, and freedom.

This book is about that moment. The one where you finally stop performing and start

standing. Where you throw off every old name, every false label, every orphan-hearted
lie — and step into your identity like someone who knows:

"T am chosen. I am sealed. I am sent. I am loved. I am His."

Because that's when the second act begins.

As an adoptive parent, this message of identity isn't just theory to me — it's personal.

My wife and I adopted children who came from hard places. They were young, scared,
and wounded. But when we felt led to make them part of our family, their lives
changed — and so did ours.

I'll never forget that moment in the courthouse. We stood before the judge with our
four kids, and as he signed the adoption papers, she looked up and said:

"Tt is final."

And that's exactly what happens when we give our lives to Jesus. It's not a hope. It's
not a maybe. It is final. It is official. It is decreed in Heaven: You are part of God's
family.

My children received a new name — my name. Their bloodline changed hands. They
moved from instability to security. From surviving to being seen. From lacking love to
being lavished in it.

And when they messed up — especially when they were small — I didn't look at them
with anger or judgment. I saw those little squishy faces, and the moment they said,
"Sorry, Daddy," it was already forgotten.



I'd pick them up and say: "It's okay. We all make mistakes. Let's try again."

That's the Father's heart for you.

As imperfect parents, we get it wrong. But even in my broken love, I caught a glimpse
of something holy:

God always sees you like that — loved, held, secure. He's not waiting to punish you.
He's ready to pick you up.

So when the enemy tries to make you question your place... when shame tells you
you've been disqualified... remember what the Judge said in that courtroom:

"It is final."

You are His.



Chapter 1 - I: Image-Bearer
You Were Made to Reflect the Heart of God

The Text
"So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them." — Genesis 1:27

The Hebrew word for "image" is tselem — it means a representative figure, a statue
that bears the likeness of the original. In the ancient Near East, kings placed tselem
statues of themselves throughout their territory to represent their authority and
presence where they could not physically be. When Genesis says humans are made in
God's tselem, it's not primarily about appearance. It's about function: you are God's
representative placed in his creation to bear his likeness and extend his rule.

The word for "likeness" is demut — resemblance, pattern. Together, tselem and demut
tell you that your value is not earned, discovered, or assigned by other people. It was
placed on you at creation. It precedes your performance, your failures, your
achievements, and your reputation.

What's critical here is that Genesis 1:27 comes before Genesis 3 — the fall. The image
of God was placed on humanity before sin entered the picture. And while scholars
genuinely disagree about the degree to which the fall damaged or distorted the image
(the Reformed tradition emphasizes significant corruption, while others maintain the
image remains intact though marred), what the text is clear about is this: God never
revokes the image. In Genesis 9:6, after the flood, after the fall, God grounds the
prohibition against murder in the fact that humans are still made in his image. The
tselem stands.

Word Picture: The Mirror

A mirror doesn't invent your reflection — it reveals it. Your identity isn't something you
create or achieve. It's something you stand in front of and remember.

When God made you in His image, He gave you a reflection that already holds value,
beauty, and purpose. The problem? The world hands us distorted mirrors — warped by
shame, fear, or lies.

But when you stand before the mirror of God's truth, you see clearly: "You look like Me.
You carry My design. You matter."

The world offers funhouse mirrors — warped and unstable. God offers clarity: You
reflect what I made — and I don't make mistakes.

Bible Character: Adam & Eve

Created in God's tselem, Adam and Eve walked in perfect identity — until shame
distorted their perception of it. Notice what happens in Genesis 3:7-10: they hid. Not
because the image was removed, but because they could no longer see it clearly.
Shame doesn't destroy identity. It makes you forget it. But even after the fall, God



came looking for them — "Where are you?" (Genesis 3:9). Not because God didn't know
where they were. Because he wanted them to recognize where they had gone. And then
he covered them. Grace before law. Covering before commandment.

My Story: Where This Became Real

For a long time, I measured myself by what I could do.

If I was producing, I had value. If I was performing well, I felt good. If I failed, I felt like
I was the failure — not that I made one. I lived in a loop of performance, perfection,
and pressure... and it left me exhausted.

I remember a moment when I was quietly asking God, "Am I enough?" — but honestly, I
was expecting Him to say something I needed to fix.

Instead, I sensed Him gently whisper:

"You're already Mine. You bear My image. You don't have to earn what I already placed
on you."

That moment didn't just encourage me. It started healing me.

From then on, I stopped trying to prove my worth and started reflecting the One who
gave it to me.

Reflection

*  What mirrors have you been looking into that distort your God-given image?
e Where do you most need to see yourself the way God sees you?

* Does knowing that tselem means "representative" — not just "resemblance" —
change how you see your purpose?

Declaration

I am an image-bearer of God — His tselem, His representative in creation. I
reflect His heart, His design, and His purpose. My worth is not up for debate. It
was decided in the beginning.

Activation

Look in the mirror today and say out loud: "I reflect God's image — on purpose.” Then
write down the biggest lie you've believed about your worth. Ask God to give you a
truth to replace it — and speak that truth every day this week.

Berean Challenge

Read Genesis 1:26-31 and then Genesis 9:5-6. Notice that God affirms the image after the
fall, after the flood, after human violence. Ask: if God never revoked the tselem, why do I
keep acting like he did?



Chapter 2 - D: Daughter / Son

You Weren't Just Forgiven — You Were Adopted

The Text

"But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God." — John 1:12

The Greek word exousia — translated "right" — means authority, power, legitimate
claim. John doesn't say God gave us the feeling of being children. He gave us the
exousia — the legal authority and standing.

"God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.'
— Ephesians 1:5 (NLT)

Paul uses the Greek huiothesia — the placing of a son. In Roman law, adoption was
more binding than biological birth. It required intentional choice, granted full
inheritance rights, and was irrevocable. The old family had no more claim. Paul chose
this word deliberately for an audience living under Roman law who understood: you
were born into your biological family by circumstance. You were adopted by decision.

In Romans 8:15, Paul pairs adoption with Abba — the Aramaic word of intimate,
familial trust. And he contrasts it with "the spirit of slavery" that produces fear. Your
adoption isn't performance-based. It's the opposite of the slavery system. You are not
trying to earn a place. You already have one.

Word Picture: The Courthouse

Adoption isn't a feeling — it's a legal change. A declaration that says, "You belong.
You're covered. You're home."

In Christ, you weren't just forgiven — you were adopted. Not tolerated. Not barely
accepted. Chosen.

When a judge finalizes an adoption, it's more than paperwork. It's an identity shift. A
child who had no name, no stability, no inheritance — suddenly receives it all. That's
what the Father did for you.

Bible Character: Mephibosheth

Mephibosheth was living in Lo-debar — Hebrew for "no pasture,” a place of nothing.
He was crippled, hidden, and terrified that King David would kill him to eliminate rival
claims to the throne. But David had made a covenant with Jonathan, Mephibosheth's
father. In 2 Samuel 9, David seeks Mephibosheth out — not to destroy him, but to
restore him. He gives him back all of Saul's land and says, "You shall eat at my table
always." The Hebrew tamid means continually, permanently. Mephibosheth didn't earn
his seat. He was chosen because of a covenant made with someone else — just like us.

My Story: Where This Became Real



The first time I stood in a courtroom to adopt, I was trembling.

Not because I didn't want it — but because I knew how big it was. These kids were
coming from trauma, chaos, and confusion. And now, with the stroke of a pen,
everything was changing. Their name. Their legal standing. Their forever.

The judge looked at us and said, "Do you understand what this means? These children
will now have full legal rights as your children — as if born to you."

I nodded, tears filling my eyes. And then she said:
"It is final."
I'll never forget that.

When I walked out of the courtroom, I realized something: That's exactly what God said
about me. I wasn't an orphan trying to earn my place. I was already seated at the table.

Reflection

* Do you ever feel like you're just barely accepted by God?
e How does understanding huiothesia — irrevocable, intentional, legal adoption —
change how you see your standing?

*  What would it look like to live like you're fully adopted — with full rights as His
child?

Declaration

I am not just forgiven — I am adopted. God chose me through huiothesia —
deliberately, irrevocably, with full rights. I have a place at His table. My identity
is secure. My adoption is final.

Activation

Write the words "It is final" on a sticky note or card and place it somewhere you'll see it
often. Every time you feel unworthy or uncertain, speak this aloud: "I am a child of
God. My place in His family is not up for negotiation."

Berean Challenge

Read Ephesians 1:3-14 in one sitting and count everything Paul says God has done. Then
read 2 Samuel 9 in full. Notice what Mephibosheth says about himself in verse 8 — "What is
your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog like me?" — and what David does
anyway. Ask: does covenant love wait for the recipient to feel worthy?



Chapter 3 - E: Empowered
You've Been Given Everything You Need

The Text

"His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness." — 2 Peter 1:3

The Greek dedoretai (has given) is perfect tense — completed action with ongoing
results. Peter doesn't say God will give or is giving. He has given. Past tense, present
reality. The word for "everything" is panta — all things, every single thing. And the
means of delivery is "through our knowledge of him" — the Greek epignosis, which
means full, experiential knowledge, not just intellectual awareness.

Peter then follows in verses 5-8 with a progression: add to your faith virtue,
knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, love. The
empowerment is given (verse 3), but the development is participatory (verses 5-8). God
equips you completely, and then you grow into what he's already provided. Both are
true at the same time.

In Acts 1:8, Jesus tells the disciples: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you." The Greek dunamis means inherent power, capability. It's where we get
"dynamite" — though the analogy is imperfect. The point is: the power source is the
Spirit, not your effort.

Word Picture: The Backpack

Imagine being handed a fully packed backpack before a major hike — one with food,
water, tools, and even a map. Now imagine forgetting it was strapped to your back the
whole time while you struggled through the journey.

That's what it's like to live as a believer without realizing the power and authority
you've been given in Christ.

Bible Character: Peter

Peter denied Jesus three times. He was impulsive, loud, and failed at the worst possible
moment. Yet in Acts 2, filled with the Holy Spirit, he preaches and three thousand
people respond. The same man. Different power source. What changed wasn't Peter's
character — it was the dunamis that came upon him. And that same Spirit lives in you.

The whole counsel of Peter's story also includes failure after empowerment. In
Galatians 2:11-14, Paul confronts Peter for hypocrisy in Antioch — withdrawing from
Gentile believers out of fear. Empowerment doesn't make you immune to failure. It
means the power source is always available, even when you forget to draw from it.

My Story: Where This Became Real



I used to think boldness was for the platform. That spiritual power belonged to pastors,
missionaries, or those who had it all together. But I'll never forget the moment God
used me in a setting I didn't expect.

I was sharing what seemed to me like a past failure while giving my testimony at a
small group gathering in The Czech Republic.

Afterwards the translator and her son came over and talked with me. She said I went
through a similar experience and thought my chance to minister to others was over, I
was disqualified.

Hearing your story and how God was and is still using you encouraged me that I'm not
disqualified and he can still use me.

It wasn't eloquence. It wasn't a stage. It was obedience. And it taught me something:

Power is for every believer — not just the ones with microphones.

Reflection

*  Where have you felt unequipped or under-qualified?
*  What would change if you really believed God has already (dedoretai — completed
past tense) empowered you?

* Peter failed after Pentecost too. Does knowing that make empowerment more real or
less?

Declaration

I have been empowered by God — dedoretai, already given everything I need. I
lack nothing needed to live boldly and love deeply. His Spirit is in me. His grace
is enough. I am ready for every good work.

Activation

List one area where you've been hesitating — waiting to feel "ready." Now ask God,
"What step can I take in faith today, trusting You've equipped me?" Then take it. Even
if it's small. Even if you're scared. Because obedience is often the spark that ignites
empowerment.

Berean Challenge

Read 2 Peter 1:3-11 and notice the tension: everything has been given (v. 3) AND you must
make every effort to develop it (vv. 5-8). Then read Acts 2:1-41 alongside Galatians 2:11-14.
Same Peter, same Spirit, different outcomes. Ask: does empowerment guarantee consistency,
or does it guarantee availability?



Chapter 4 - N: New Creation
You Are Not Who You Used to Be

The Text
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!" — 2 Corinthians 5:17

The Greek kaine ktisis — new creation — uses kainos, which means new in quality or
kind, not neos (new in time). Paul isn't saying you're a newer version. He's saying
you're a different kind of thing altogether. The word ktisis means creation, a created
thing — the same word used for God's original creative act. This isn't renovation. It's
re-creation.

The context of 2 Corinthians 5 matters: Paul is explaining the ministry of reconciliation
(verses 18-21). The new creation isn't just personal transformation — it's linked to a
mission. You are made new so that you become an agent of reconciliation. Identity
leads to assignment.

The phrase "the old has gone" uses the Greek parerchomai — to pass away, to become
obsolete. And "the new is here" uses ginomai — to come into being. The old isn't just
forgiven. It has passed. The new hasn't just started. It has arrived.

Word Picture: The Birth Certificate

When a baby is born, a certificate is issued — a permanent record of new life. It marks
a beginning. A new name. A fresh start.

That's what happens spiritually when we come to Christ. You are born again. Not
rebranded. Not repaired. Reborn.

Bible Character: Paul

Formerly Saul — a man who held the coats of those who stoned Stephen (Acts 7:58),
who breathed threats against the church (Acts 9:1), who later described himself as the
worst of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). His transformation wasn't gradual self-improvement.
It was kaine ktisis — so radical that even the disciples were afraid of him after his
conversion (Acts 9:26), unable to believe the new creation was real. Paul's past was
intense, but God used it to demonstrate that no one is beyond re-creation.

My Story: Where This Became Real

There was a season in my life where shame had me convinced I was just a cleaned-up
version of my mess. That God had saved me, but I'd always carry the stain of who I had
been.

Until one day, I was talking with someone from my past — someone who knew the old
me. After we talked for a few minutes, they said, "Man, you're not the same guy I used
to know."

At first, I took it as a simple compliment. But as I walked away, God whispered:



"That's because I didn't patch you up — I made you new."

Tears came to my eyes. It wasn't just a spiritual concept anymore. It was personal. My
birth certificate had been rewritten — by grace.

Reflection

e Are there parts of your past you still let define your present?

*  What would change if you truly believed you are kaine ktisis — not an improved
version, but an entirely new creation?

Declaration

I am a kaine ktisis — a new creation in Christ. Not repaired. Re-created. My past
has parerchomai — it has passed away. The new has ginomai — it has come into
being. I am not who I used to be. I have been made new — fully, freely, forever.

Activation

Take a blank sheet of paper. Write "NEW CREATION" across the top. List the old labels
or lies you've carried. Cross them out boldly. Under each one, write what God says is
true about you now. This is your spiritual birth certificate. Keep it where you'll see it.

Berean Challenge

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 — not just verse 17. Notice that "new creation" is immediately
followed by the ministry of reconciliation. Ask: if being made new leads to being sent out,
what reconciliation work is my new creation connected to?



Chapter 5 - T: Temple

God Lives in You, Not Just Around You

The Text

"Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells
in your midst?" — 1 Corinthians 3:16

The Greek naos — translated "temple" — doesn't mean the whole temple complex. It
means the inner sanctuary, the Holy of Holies, the place where God's presence dwelt.
Paul isn't calling you the courtyard or the outer wall. He's calling you the most sacred
space.

The word oikei (dwells) means to inhabit as a resident, not to visit. God moved in. The
tense is present and ongoing — he is dwelling, continuously.

What's important contextually is that Paul is writing to the Corinthian church — a
community full of divisions, immaturity, and moral failures. He calls them God's naos
while they're still messy. The indwelling of the Spirit is not contingent on your
maturity. It's a reality that exists alongside your growth.

In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul makes it individual as well: "your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit." And adds: "You are not your own; you were bought with a price." The
Greek time (price) was used for the purchase price of a slave in the marketplace. Your
body is sacred space — purchased, not rented.

Word Picture: The Home

Think of a house that's been fully furnished and occupied. It's not just a shell — it's
someone's home. They live there. It's where they rest, work, and stay.

That's what your life is like to God. He doesn't just visit you. He dwells in you.

Bible Character: Solomon

When Solomon dedicated the temple, the glory of the Lord filled it so powerfully that
the priests could not stand to minister (1 Kings 8:10-11). The Hebrew kavod
(glory/weight) was so present it was physically overwhelming. That same kavod — the
weighty, tangible presence of God — now lives in you. Not in a building. In your spirit.

My Story: Where This Became Real

I remember standing in a quiet worship service once, feeling completely empty. I had
just come through a hard season — emotionally drained, spiritually disconnected. I was
trying to engage, but everything felt distant.

Then the worship leader said something that hit me in the chest: "You don't have to
fight your way to God. He's already in the room — in fact, He's in you."

Tears welled up. I didn't feel holy. I didn't feel worthy. But right there in that moment, I
remembered:



[ am His temple. He lives in me. And He hasn't left.

That truth carried me through. Because when you know God dwells in you, you stop
chasing His presence and start hosting it.

Reflection

* Do you believe God really lives in you — not just visits you?

e Paul called the messy Corinthians God's naos. Does knowing that change how you
see your own worthiness to carry God's presence?

Declaration

I am God's naos — His inner sanctuary. His Spirit oikei — dwells, resides, lives —
in me. I carry His kavod everywhere I go. I don't have to strive to be close. He's
already here.

Activation

Pause right now. Take a deep breath. Say aloud: "God, thank You for making Your
home in me." Then spend five minutes simply being still. No requests. No fixing. Just
awareness. Let that quiet become holy. You are not alone. You are His dwelling place.

Berean Challenge

Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:19-20 and notice Paul uses naos both times — the
innermost sanctuary. Then read 1 Kings 8:10-13 and picture the kavod that filled Solomon's
temple. Ask: that same presence lives in me?



Chapter 6 - I: In Christ

Your Position Is Permanent, Not Performance-Based

The Text

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." —
Romans 8:1

The phrase "in Christ" (en Christo) appears over 80 times in Paul's letters. It's not a
metaphor he uses casually. It describes a location — a spiritual position that
determines everything about your standing before God. The Greek ouden katakrima
means no condemnation — not reduced condemnation, not conditional pardon. None.
Zero. The word nun (now) means at this present moment — the verdict is current and
active.

Romans 8:1 comes after Romans 7, where Paul describes the agonizing war between
wanting to do good and failing. The "no condemnation" declaration doesn't come after
victory. It comes after the honest description of struggle. Your position in Christ is not
contingent on winning the battle described in Romans 7. It's the reality you stand in
while the battle continues.

Paul expands this in Ephesians 2:6: God "raised us up with Christ and seated us with
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus." The Greek synekathisen (seated together)
is past tense. You are already seated. Not striving toward a seat. Already in it.

Word Picture: The Passport

A passport grants access based on citizenship — not performance. You don't have to
prove your worth to use it; you just have to show you belong.

Being "in Christ" means your identity is rooted in your position, not your perfection.
You belong. You're covered. You carry the name.

Bible Character: Noah

When Noah entered the ark, he was surrounded by God's provision and protection. The
flood came, but Noah's position in the ark saved him. Genesis 7:16 records a detail
worth noticing: "Then the LORD shut him in." God closed the door. Noah's safety
wasn't dependent on Noah holding the door shut. God sealed it. Today, Christ is your
ark — and God sealed the door.

My Story: Where This Became Real

During one of the hardest ministry seasons of my life, I began to feel like a failure. I
hadn't "fallen" in the ways people fear — no moral breakdown — but I was tired,
discouraged, and wondering if I had disappointed God.

In my journal one day, I wrote: "God, am I still in Your will? Did I mess this up too
badly?"



I flipped open my Bible and my eyes fell on Romans 8. And the first line hit me like a
wave:

"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."

Right then, I felt the Holy Spirit whisper: "You're not outside. You're in Me. That hasn't
changed."

It was like breathing again.

I realized that being in Christ meant I didn't have to earn my spot each day. I was
already seated in heavenly places — not striving for position, but living from it.

Reflection

*  Where do you feel like you're striving to stay "in good standing" with God?

e Romans 8:1 comes right after the struggle of Romans 7. Does knowing that context
change how you receive "no condemnation"?

Declaration

I am en Christo. My position is secure — synekathisen, already seated. There is
ouden katakrima — no condemnation — over my life. Not because I'm perfect,
but because of where I am. I live covered, called, and complete in Him.

Activation

Read Romans 8:1-2 slowly, out loud. Write "In Christ = No Condemnation" on a
notecard or your phone background. Every time shame tries to speak, answer it with:
"I'm in Christ. That's not who I am anymore."

Berean Challenge

Read Romans 7:14-25 and then Romans 8:1-4 without stopping between chapters. Notice
that Paul describes the struggle and then immediately declares no condemnation. Ask: does
the absence of condemnation depend on the absence of struggle — or does it exist in the
middle of it?



Chapter 7 - T: Trusted

God Doesn't Just Save You — He Sends You

The Text

"We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us." — 2 Corinthians 5:20

The Greek presbeuomen (ambassadors) is a political term — an authorized
representative of a sovereign power. Ambassadors don't carry their own message. They
carry the message of the one who sent them, with the full authority of that sender
behind them.

Paul says God is "making his appeal through us" — the Greek parakalountos, to urge,
to call alongside. God has entrusted his message of reconciliation not to angels but to
people. Imperfect, unqualified, still-growing people. That's the scandal of it: the King
sends broken ambassadors, and the ambassadorship is not contingent on their
perfection.

In Matthew 25:14-30, the parable of the talents, the master entrusts his property to
servants "each according to his ability" (kata ten idian dunamin). The trust is calibrated
to capacity — but trust is given to all three, not just the most capable. The expectation
is faithfulness with what was given, not perfection in deployment.

Word Picture: The Keys

Imagine being handed keys to something valuable — a house, a vehicle, a ministry. You
don't give keys to just anyone. Keys mean trust.

God hasn't just saved you from something. He's trusted you with something.

Bible Character: Esther

Esther was an orphan raised in exile, taken into a pagan king's harem — circumstances
she didn't choose. When Haman plotted to destroy the Jewish people, Mordecai told
her: "Who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?"
(Esther 4:14). The Hebrew mi yodea — "who knows" — is faith under uncertainty, not
prophetic certainty. Esther stepped into a trust she didn't feel ready for, in
circumstances that were far from ideal. God's trust often looks exactly like that.

Faithful scholars disagree about the details of Esther's agency and compromise in this
narrative. What the text is clear about is the outcome: she acted, and a nation was
preserved.

My Story: Where This Became Real

When we adopted our kids, we were given keys to a new life — not just for them, but
for us. It was overwhelming. We felt unequipped, underprepared, and totally out of our
depth.



But as the days turned into years, I realized something. God didn't wait until we were
flawless parents to give us that responsibility. He trusted us with the assignment — and
grew us in the process.

That truth changed the way I saw calling.

God's trust isn't a reward for perfection. It's an invitation into partnership.

He hands you keys before you feel ready. Not to set you up for failure — but because
He sees what He placed in you.

Reflection

*  Where have you felt unworthy of God's trust?

*  What would shift if you saw your calling as an entrusted ambassadorship, not a test
you might fail?

Declaration

I am trusted by God — presbeuomen, His authorized ambassador. He has placed
gifts in me, a calling on me, and purpose through me. I carry His authority and
His message. I will walk worthy of the trust He's placed in me.

Activation

Find a literal key and carry it with you this week. Every time you see or feel it, let it
remind you: "I am trusted. I carry something sacred." Write down one area where God
has entrusted you — in family, work, ministry, or influence. Then ask Him how to
steward it with faith and boldness.

Berean Challenge

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and notice that the ambassador role flows directly from the new
creation identity (v. 17) and the ministry of reconciliation (v. 18). Then read the parable of
the talents in Matthew 25:14-30. Ask: what has God entrusted to me, and am I investing it or
burying it?



Chapter 8 - Y: Yours
You Belong Completely and Eternally

The Text

"When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who
are God's possession." — Ephesians 1:13-14

The Greek sphragizo (sealed) was used for the wax seal a king pressed onto a
document with his signet ring. It meant three things: ownership (this belongs to me),
authenticity (this is genuine), and protection (this is secured). When God sealed you
with the Holy Spirit, all three apply.

Paul calls the Spirit an arrabon — a down payment, a guarantee, a first installment that
promises the full amount is coming. In the ancient world, arrabon was legally binding.
If a buyer put down an arrabon, they were obligated to complete the purchase. God has
put his Spirit in you as his binding commitment that he will finish what he started.

The phrase "God's possession" (peripoiesis) means an acquisition, something obtained
at cost. You weren't just claimed. You were purchased. And the Spirit in you is the
receipt.

Word Picture: The Seal

In biblical times, kings sealed letters with a signet ring — proof that the message
carried their full authority and identity. Once sealed, the contents were protected, and
the destination guaranteed.

That's what God did with you. When you gave Him your heart, He sealed you with His
Spirit.

You don't belong to the world. You don't belong to your past. You are His — sealed,
seen, and sent.

Bible Character: Ruth

Ruth was a Moabite — a foreigner with no legal standing in Israel. When Boaz redeems
her in Ruth 4, he does so publicly, at the gate, before witnesses. The Hebrew ga'al
(redeem/kinsman-redeemer) means to buy back, to reclaim, to act as next of kin. Boaz
didn't just provide for Ruth. He claimed her as his own through a legal, public,
covenantal act. Her status changed — from foreigner to family — not through her effort
but through his willingness to pay the price.

My Story: Where This Became Real

One night, after a long, emotional day with one of our kids — one where things went
sideways fast — I sat alone wondering if we'd ever be enough for them. Would they
ever feel safe? Would they ever believe they really belonged?

As I prayed, I sensed God ask me a question:



"Do you ever feel like that with Me?"

Tears fell. Because yes — I had. I'd wondered if [ was too much or not enough. I'd
wondered if I'd ever really feel like I belonged. And in that moment, I felt Him whisper:

"You're mine. You always have been."

Something broke in me. Not in a bad way — in a beautiful one. Because the longing to
belong isn't weakness. It's a signal. And it leads us home.

Reflection

e Are there places in your heart that still feel unsure about whether you belong?

*  What does it mean that God's Spirit in you is an arrabon — a legally binding
guarantee that he will finish what he started?

Declaration

I am God's — sphragizo, sealed with His Spirit. He placed His arrabon in me — a
binding guarantee of my inheritance. I am not striving for a place. I already have
one. I belong, fully and forever.

Activation

Write the word "YOURS" on your hand, a notecard, or phone lock screen. Every time
you see it, pause and say: "God, I'm Yours. Fully. Forever. Thank You for choosing me."
Let that word become your anchor this week — and your anthem going forward.

Berean Challenge

Read Ephesians 1:13-14 and look up the words sphragizo and arrabon. Then read Ruth 3-4
and notice the public, legal, costly act of redemption Boaz performs. Ask: if God sealed me
and put down a deposit, what does that say about his intention to finish?



Bonus Chapter - Live From It, Not For It
Identity Was Meant to Be Worn, Not Earned

The Text
"You were taught... to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness." — Ephesians 4:24

The Greek endysasthai (put on) is a clothing metaphor — deliberately choosing to wear
something. Paul uses the same word in Romans 13:14: "clothe yourselves with the Lord
Jesus Christ." The identity is already yours. The act is choosing to wear it. It's not
earning the wardrobe. It's opening the closet.

In Galatians 3:27, Paul says "all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ" — the Greek endysasthe, same root. The baptism imagery
makes it clear: this clothing happened at conversion. You're already wearing it. The
question is whether you live like you are.

Isaiah 61:10 prophetically declares: "He has clothed me with garments of salvation and
arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness." The Hebrew ya'at (arrayed/wrapped)
pictures being enveloped, covered completely. This is God's initiative. He did the
clothing. You received it.

Word Picture: The Jacket

When you wear something that fits you well, you walk differently. You don't have to
think about it or earn it — it just fits.

That's how identity works. When it's real, it doesn't have to be forced. You don't
perform for it. You live from it.

Bible Character: Joseph

Joseph's father gave him a ketonet passim — a richly ornamented robe, a visible sign of
favor and identity (Genesis 37:3). His brothers stripped it from him and used it to
deceive their father. Joseph spent years without that robe — in a pit, in slavery, in
prison. But the identity it represented never left him. And eventually, Pharaoh dressed
him in royal robes with authority and purpose (Genesis 41:42). The external clothing
was removed and restored. The internal identity — the one God placed on him — was
never gone.

My Story: Where This Became Real

I used to think I had to earn my way back into God's good graces every time I failed. I'd
mess up and instantly start performing — trying to pray more, read more, serve harder.
As if my effort could clothe me again.

But over time, God began to teach me something different.

My identity wasn't removed every time I messed up. Grace didn't vanish. The jacket
still fit — even when I forgot how to wear it.



And one day, in prayer, I sensed God say:
"Son, stop trying to dress yourself in shame. I already clothed you in righteousness."

That moment changed the way I lived. Not for identity, but from it.

Reflection

* In what areas are you still performing for identity instead of living from it?
*  What would it look like to rest in the truth that you're already clothed — endysasthe

— in Christ?
Declaration
I live from identity, not for it. I have been clothed — endysasthe — in
righteousness. I don't have to prove my worth. I wear what God placed on me.
Activation

Choose one piece of clothing (jacket, bracelet, necklace) to wear this week as a
reminder. Every time you put it on, say aloud: "This fits. Because I am clothed in
Christ."

Berean Challenge

Read Ephesians 4:20-24, Galatians 3:26-29, and Isaiah 61:10. In all three, the clothing
metaphor is God's initiative — he does the dressing. Ask: if God clothed me, why do I keep
trying to sew my own covering?



One Final Word: Walk Like It's True

You've walked through every layer of the word I.D.E.N.T.L.T.Y. You've reflected,
declared, and activated. But the most powerful transformation comes not in the
knowing — but in the living.

So this is your charge:
Don't just remember who you are. Walk like it's true.

Let your words, your decisions, your relationships, your risks — all flow from a heart
anchored in God's truth about you. When doubt comes, go back to the declarations.
When fear comes, revisit the reflections. When lies rise up, shout louder:

"T know who I am. I am His."

You are a tselem-bearer. A huiothesia child. A kainé ktisis. A naos of the living God.
Empowered with dunamis. Positioned en Christo. Trusted as presbeuomen. Sealed with
sphragizo.

You are not who the world says you are. You are who Heaven says you are.
So go. Live it. Speak it. Stand in it.
Because identity isn't just something you carry — it's something you release.

And the world is waiting for the real you to show up.

One Last Declaration

I am who God says I am. I will no longer shrink to fit old lies. I will not earn what
I've already been given. I will walk boldly in my identity — and help others do the
same. I am chosen. I am changed. I am commissioned. I am His.

A Final Berean Invitation

This book was prepared under the Ezra Standard — studied in the original languages
and context, practiced before it was taught, and presented as clearly as I know how.
But the Berean Standard means the final authority isn't me. It's the text.

If anything in these pages stirred something in you, go to the scriptures. If anything
raised a question, go to the scriptures. The word of God will hold up under every
question you bring to it. I'm asking you to bring them.

He sees you. He loves you. He hasn't forgotten you. He has a plan and a purpose.

Now go find it in the text for yourself.



An Invitation

If you've never given your life to Jesus and something in these pages stirred your heart,
this is your moment. It's not about a formula or perfect words. It's about turning to God
and receiving what he's already offering.

"Dear Lord Jesus, I acknowledge that I am a sinner in need of your forgiveness. I
believe that you died on the cross for my sins and rose again. I confess my sins to you
and ask for your forgiveness. I invite you into my heart and life to be my Lord and
Savior. Thank you for your grace and mercy. In Jesus' name, Amen."

Scripture tells us that everyone has sinned and falls short of God's standard (Romans
3:23), that God demonstrated his love by sending Christ to die while we were still
sinners (Romans 5:8), and that openly declaring Jesus as Lord and believing God raised
him from the dead results in salvation (Romans 10:9).

Baptism is an important step — a public declaration of faith, an outward expression of
an inward change, symbolizing the washing away of sins and the beginning of new life
in Christ. Seek out a local church or home group that follows Biblical teaching where
you can be baptized and continue to grow.

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY!



